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BRECKLAND COUNCIL

At a Meeting of the

MEMBER DEVELOPMENT PANEL

Held on Wednesday, 2 March 2016 at 10.00 am in
Norfolk Room, Elizabeth House, Dereham,

PRESENT
Mrs L.S. Turner (Chairman)
Mr P R W Darby
Mr T. J. Jermy

Mr M J Nairn
Mr M. S. Robinson
Mr I. Sherwood

Also Present
Mr P S Wilkinson

In Attendance
Leanne Neave
Peter Fuller

- Member Trainer
- Assistant Democratic Services Officer

Action By

10/16MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on the 14th January 2016 were 
confirmed as a correct record.

11/16APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence had been received from Rory Ringer and 
Anthony Hodson-Curran. 

12/16URGENT BUSINESS 

There was no urgent business.

13/16DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

None

14/16NON-MEMBERS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE MEETING 

Cllr Wilkinson

15/16DEMOCRACY FOR SCHOOLS 

LN directed members to the report as requested from the 
previous meeting. 

Cllr Sherwood thanked LN for the report and requested details of 
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the budget which had been available for member training.

The group were advised that £17,500 was set aside for member 
development. 

The Chairman noted that a debate was had by members who 
were keen to keep it.

Cllr Sherwood asked if this was a main project for member 
development. LN confirmed it was. 

Cllr Sherwood was keen on Councillor Question Time and 
Student Takeover. He expressed concerns with the newsletter 
and the time needed for each issue but said Breckland Council 
had a good base to start on. 

The Chairman said that the transformation and digitalisation 
programme would have made the website user friendly for the 
residents and wanted a section for young people to be built into 
the structure. The Chairman directed LN to liaise with Andy Prior 
regarding this. 

Cllr Jermy supported the project but shared concerns in relation to 
allocated resources for the newsletter as it was to be an on-going 
project. The chairman agreed and wanted website links with 
Breckland schools and academies. 

Cllr Robinson wanted Breckland councillors to be proactive and 
engage with schools. The Chairman agreed that members should 
be proactive but noted that it had been beneficial for schools to be 
involved. 

Cllr Darby thought that a back to basics approach was needed in 
informing students what responsibilities each council was 
responsible. Cllr Nairn said there were issues with catchment 
areas. 

Cllr Jermy was pleased with the project as the package offered 
allowed different ways for young people to have interaction with 
councillors. 

Cllr Wilkinson agreed that school engagement was important. 
 
The Chairman noted that young people were engaged and often 
represented their part of the community at town council meetings. 

Cllr Jermy said that the Young Councillor Takeover at Norfolk 
County Council had been very successful and was pleased it had 
been included in the project. 
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Cllr Sherwood supported the package. This was seconded. 

Letters will be sent to schools in Breckland in one phase to gauge 
interest in the project. Cllr Sherwood confirmed all schools to be 
contacted but the officer should decide on year groups.

The Chairman wanted ward members to be informed when 
schools were to be contacted prior to the event.

Cllr Nairn asked how much the leadership course in Warwick 
cost. The members were informed the cost was approximately 
£1,000. Anthony Hodson-Curran was to negotiate the best value 
for money option for members. 

Cllr Sherwood wanted an Action Log to be included in the 
agenda. The Chairman agreed. 

Cllr Sherwood was disappointed that the social media course had 
changed. The Chairman said this was a member decision LN to 
arrange an advanced social media course for members. 

The Chairman said the level of the public’s social media use 
needed to have been matched. Cllr Jermy agreed. 

Cllr Jermy queried if spaces on training were made available to 
town and parish Councillors. The Chairman confirmed town and 
parish councils were included wherever possible. 

Cllr Wilkinson advised NALC offered training. He has an interest 
in this as President of NALC. 

LN advised a training programme was to be constructed with 
Breckland Training Services. Programmes were to be offered to 
town and parish councillors and a discussion needed to take 
place regarding the fee. 

16/16NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was due to be held April 14th 2016.

The meeting closed at 10.50 am

CHAIRMAN
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